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E cannot be guilty of a greater A@ of 
¥ Uncharitablenefs, than to interpret the 
WY AffiiGions which befall our Neighbours, 
~ ap Punifoments and Fudgments. It ag- 
mrates the Evil to him who foffers, when he 
poks upon himfelf as the Mark of Divine Ven- 
mance, and abates the Compaffion of thofe towards 
i, who regard him in fo dreadful 2 Light. This 
Homour, of turning every Misfortune into a Judg- 
ent, proceeds from wrong Notions of Religion, 
ich, in its own Nature, produces Good-will 
wards Men, and puts the. mildeft Conftru@ion 
pon every Accident that befallsthem. In this Cafe, 
lierefore, it is not Religion that fowers a Man’s 
femper, but it is his Temper that fowers his 
Religion : People of gloomy unchearfal Ima- 
jnations, or of envious malignant Fempers, what- 
wer kind of Life they are engaged in, will difco- 
t their natural Tin@ure of Mind in all their 
heughts, Words, and A@tiions. As the fineft 
Wines have often the Tafte of the Soil, {6 eventhe 
oft religious Thoughts often draw fomething, that 
particular, from the Conftitution of the Mind in 
hich they arife. When Fotly or Superftition 
tikein with this natural Depravity of Temper, it is 
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wve the Character of the Perfon who is pofleffed 
ith it, from appearing highly abfurd and ridicu- 


An old Maiden Gentlewoman, whom I. hall 
wceal:under the Name of Wemefis, is the greateft 


(Price Two-pence.) 


not in the Power, even of Religion it felf, to’pre- 


Difcoverer of Judgments that] have met with: She 
can tell you what Sin it was that fet fuch a Man’s 
Hovfe on Fire,,or blew down his‘ Barns, . Talk to 
her of an unfortunate young Lady that loft her 
Beauty by the Small Pox, the fetches a deep Si 

and ‘tells you, that when fhe had a fine Face: 

was always looking on it’in her Glafs, Tell her of 
a Piece of good Fortune that has befallen one of 
her Acquaintance, and fhe withes it may profper 
with her; but her Mother. ufed one of her Neices 
very barbaroufly. Her ufual Remarks turn upon 
People who had great Eftates, but never enjoyed 
them, by reafon of fome Flaw in their own, or 
their Forefather’s Behaviour.. She can give youthe 
Reafon why fach an one died Childlefs: Why fuch 
an one was cut off in the Flower of his Youth: 


‘Why fuch an one was Unhappy. in her Marriage: 


Why one broke his Leg on fach a particular Spot 
of Ground, and why another was killed with a 
Back-fword, rather than with any other kind of 
Weapon. She has a Crime for every Misfortune 
that can befall any of her Acquaintance, and when 


fhe hears of a Robbery that has been made, or a 


Murder that has been committed, enlarges more 
on the Guilt of the fuffering Perfon, than on that of 
the Thief, or the Affafiin. In thort, the is fogood 
a Chriftian, that whatever happens to her-felf is a 
Tryal, and whatever happens to her Neighbours, is 


- a Judgment. 


_ The very Defcription of this Folly, if ordinary 
Life, is futficient to expofe it; but when it ve 
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in a Pomp and Dignity of Stile, it is ve- 
ry apt to. amufe and terrify the Mind of the Reader. 
Herodotus and Plutarch very often apply their Judg- 
ments ag impertinently as-the old Woman.4--bave 
before neq ioned, wough heir manner of rela- 
ting t akes the Folly 4 felf gppetir venerable. 
Indet Hiftorians, “as Chriftian as 
Pagan, have fallen into this idle Superftition, and 
{fpoken of ill Succeffes, unforefeen Difalters, and 
terrible Events, as if they had been let into the Se- 
crets of Providence, and made acquainted with that 
private Condué& by which the World is governed. 
One would think~feveral of our oWn Hiltorians 
in particular, had many Revelations of this Kind 
made to them.; Our old Englifo Monks feldom 
let any of their Kings depart in Peace, who had en- 
deavoured to diminifé\tie: Power or Wealth of 
which the Ecclefiafticks were in thofe times poffef- 
fed. Williamthe Congygror’s Race gern found 
their Judgments in the New Fore/é, where theif 
Father had pulled down Churches and Monattries. 
In thort, read one of the Chronicles, written by an 
Author of this Framé of Mind, and you wauld 
think you were reading an Hiltory of the Kings of 
Iirael or ‘Judah, where the Hiftorians were a&y- 
ally infpired, and where, by e pacticular Scheme of 
Providence, the Kings were diftinguifhed’ by Judg- 
ments or Bleflings, according as they promoted I- 
dolatty, orthe Werthip of the true God. 


I cannot but look upon this manner of judging 
upon Misfortunes, not only to be very uncharitable, 
in regard to the Perfon whom they befall, but very pre- 
fungptuous in regardtc hins who is fuppofed to infli& 


them. It is @ @rong: Argament fora State of Re-: 
tribytiod hereafter. that m this World vertuousPer- 
fons tre! very: often/unfortunate, and: vicious ‘Per-: 


fons pepfperous, which is wholly. repugnant to the 
Nature of a Being, who appears ‘infmitely wife 


and good in all his Works, unlets wesmay fappofe: 
that fuch a, promifcuous and undiftinguithing Di-° 


{tribution of Good andrEvil, which was neceffary 
for carrying on the Defigns of Providence.in this’ 


Life, will be retified and made amends‘for. in a-’ 


nother; We are not, therefore, to expe& thatFire 


fhould fall fram Heaven in the ordinary Courfe of! 
Providence. nor when we fee triamphaut Guilt, or’ 


deprefled' Virtue if particular Perfons, that’ 
Omnipotence ‘will make bare its Holy Arm: i the 


Detence of the one, or Punifhment of the other. Ie 


is fefficient, that there is a Day fet apart for the’ 
heating, and requiting of both, according to their 
refpective Merits. 


The Folly of afcribing Temporal Judgments to 
apy particular Crimes, may appear from feveral 
onfiderations. I hall only'‘mentiontwo ; Firft, that, 
generally {peaking, thereis no Calamity or Affli@ion, 
which is fuppofed to have happened, asa Judgment, to 
a vicious Man, which does not fometimes happen 


to Men of approved: Religion and Virtue. hen 


_ Etfe&s of ever 
‘pronounce Solttly upon Bieflings and Judgments; 


Diagira;, the Atheift, was on board one of the 4, 
thenian Ships, there arofe a very violent Temp 


~ upon which the Mariners told him, that it was g 


-joftjudgment upon them for having talten f 
?ous a’Man,'9n Board, - Diagongs begged them to 
ook upon the reft of the Ships, that wereldn the 
‘ame Diftrefs,’ and asked them whether or flo Dig. 
goras was on board every Veilel in the Fleet, W 
are all involved in the fame Calamities, and fa 
je@& to the fame Accidents; and when we fee 
one of the Species under any particular Opprefij 
we fhould look upon it as arifing from the comma 
Lot of Haman Nature, rather than from the Guilt of 
thePerfon who fuifers. 


-. Another Gonfideration, that may check*our Pre. 
“fumption in patting fuch a Conruéion apon a Mit. 


“fortune is this, That it is impoffible for ustoknow 
- What are 


Gaiamities, and what are Bleffings. How 
many Accidents have paffed for Misfortunes, which 
have turned to the Welfare and Profperity of the 
Perfons in whofe Lot they have fallen? Howms 
ny Diftppointments havé, in their Confequenc 

faved a Man from Ruin ? Ifwecould look intoshe 
thing, we might be allowed to 


but for a Manjto give his Opinion of what he fees 
but in part, and in its Beginnings, is an unjuftifie 
ble Piece of RathnefS and Folly. The Story of 
Biton and Ciitobus, which was in great Reputation 
among the Heathens, for we fee it quoted by all 


the Ancient Authors, both Greek and Latin, who es 


have, written upon the Immortality of the Soul, 
Thay teach ws a Caution inthis Matter. Thefe two 
Brothers, beingthe Sons of a Lady who was Priettess 
to Funo,.deow their Mother’s Chariot to the Tem- 
ple at the: time of a great Solemnity, the Perfons 


being abfént who by their Office were’ to havel’ * 


drawn her Chariot. on‘ that Occafion, The Mo 
ther was fo’ tranfported with this Inftante of filial 
Duty, that fie petitioned her Goddefs to beftow up 
on.them the greateft Gift that could be given to 
Men, upon which they were both caft into a 

Sleep, and:the next Morning tound dead in the Tem 
ple. This was fauch an Event, as would have beeg 
conftrued iftto: a Judgment, ‘had it happened tothe 
two Brothers after an A@of Difobedience,and would 
douttlefs have been reprefented as fuch by any At- 
cient Hiftorian, who had given us an Accountof it 


4 DVERTISEMENT. 


1 Ju Publithed, 
An Effay towards a Hittory of Dancing, in which 


the whole Art and its various Excellencies are in' fome Meafur: ex 
plain’d. Containing the faveral Sorts of Dancing, Antique eat 
Modern, Serious, Scenical, Groceque, &c. With the Ule of it # 
an Exercife, Qualification, Diverfion, &&c. 
a pga — eft, hanc orfa-. 
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